March 23, 2020
For immediate release:

2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Advisory
First Case of Presumptive Positive COVID-19 in Manchester by the Sea
The Manchester Board of Health announced today that a Manchester resident has tested positive for coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19. The Manchester Public Health Nurse is working to inform and provide guidance to all close
contacts of the individual.
At this time, due to privacy concerns and laws, the Town is unable to disseminate information about the
individual’s identity, location, or the circumstances surrounding their contraction of the virus. While we cannot
provide any additional specific information to the public including family information, places recently visited, or close
contacts, the Public Health Nurse is performing extensive contact tracing to identify close contacts of this case.
This is not an unexpected development. The Town of Manchester by the Sea and the Board of Health have been
preparing for this with guidance from the Massachusetts Department of Public Health and the Center for Disease
Control. The number of cases in Massachusetts and Essex County, are expected to rise as testing becomes more
widely available.
Social distancing continues to be the most important precaution against COVID-19. As of March 23rd, Governor
Baker has directed the Department of Public Health to issue a stay at home advisory beginning Tuesday, March 24th,
at noon through April 7th. All non-essential businesses will be closed for this period of time as well. Due to the
evolving spread of COVID-19 residents are advised to stay home and avoid unnecessary travel and other unnecessary
activities during this two-week time period.
In response to Governor Baker’s previous orders, schools will remain closed until April 7, food establishments may
only provide take-out and delivery options. Town Hall and all other Town buildings are closed to the public, but
available by email. Manchester beaches, parks and athletic fields are currently closed.
We understand this is a time of great uncertainty. We will continue to monitor this situation and will distribute
necessary information and guidance. Thank you for your cooperation and continued support as we work to keep
Manchester safe.
For More Information
Always check with trusted sources for the latest accurate information about novel coronavirus. Please visit:
Massachusetts Department of Public of Public Health: www.mass.gov/dph Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention: www.cdc.gov, Town of Manchester website: www.manchester.ma.us

